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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Llandovery, 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 


I commenced  my  duties  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  April  1952,  and  I now  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1952. 


I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  has  been  a good 
year  for  Public  Health  in  the  Borough. 


Statistics  show  that  the  population  increased  by  109,  and 


the  number  of  births  from  18  to  26  thi«  year. 

General  Statistics. 

•A>3T  ^ m mm  •••  mom  morn  m o c mom 
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£7,349. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 

m m m 

£ 27. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  

mom 

588 

• 

Number  of  Uninhabited  Houses 

10. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 

Number  of  Births  Registered  in  the  Year. 

M. 

E.  Total. 

Legitimate 

10 

14 

24. 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

11 

15 

26 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

13.28 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  estimated  population  15.3 


Still  Births. 


Deaths 


• • • 


There  was  one  male  legitimate  still  birth  during  the 
year.  Still  Birth  Rate  37.03 

The  still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales -for  1952 
per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still  Births)  22.6 

M.  E.  Total 

~V  15“  22“ 


Death  Rate  for  1952  ....  ....  11.19 

Death  R&t©  for  England  and  Y/ales  ....  11.  3. 


Maternal  Mortalitity . 

Maternal  deaths  in  1952  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per '1,000  live  and 
stillbirths  ...  ....  ....  0.72. 
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Vital  Statistics  (Cont^ 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  " » 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Causes  of  Deaths  in  1952 . 


Cancer 

Cerebral  Heamorrrage 

Coronary  Diseases 

Heart  and  other  diseases 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Other  circullatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Bronchitis 

Phneunonia 

Accidents  (motor  vehicles) 
Other  ill  defined  diseases 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

Number  of  deaths  and  site  of  disease 
■Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease 


Infectious  Disease s . 


Scarlet  Fever 
Me a sles 
Whooping  Cough 
Poliomyelitis 
Diphtheria 


Breast 


• • • 

38 

.46 

Wale 

s 27 

. 6 

M. 

F.  Total 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

~ 

0 

1 

i 

M. 

F. 

i 

Total 

0 

2 

2 

0 

3 

3 ' 

4 

1 

5 

0 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

Total . 

2 

2 

iberculosis) 

M. 

F. 

TMtal 

0 

4 

12 

16 

1 

1 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  1952. 

0-5  years  - - full  primary  course 

5 —14  " _ _ " ti  «t 

Number  of  children  received  a booster  injection 


19 

0 

101 


Tuberculosis 


New  Cases 
Notified 

4 

M.  F. 

M.  F . 

1 2 

0 1 

Deaths 

1 

1 0 

0 0 

2. 


Tuberculosis  (Cont) 


Cases  notified  during  1952  in  Age  Dr oup.g . 

Ages  New  Cases  Deaths 

Re  spiratory . Non-Re  spiratory  Re  spiratory . 


M. 

F . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

— 

15 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

15 

— 

20 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30 

40 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

40 

— 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

— 

60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 
Section  47 


No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this 
Act  during  the  year. 


I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
hi'S  loyal  support  and  co-operation  and  Miss  Lewis  for  her  kindness  in 
clerical  assistance. 


I have  the  Honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G-.  M.  Herbert, 

Medical  .Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
QE  THE  BOROUGH  OE 
LLANDOVERY.  - 


Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  is  obtained  from  the  collection  of  three  springs 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Cynnant  Eawr  and  Cynnant  Each  Rivers, 
tributaries  of  the  River  Bran,  this  water  is  delivered  through  an 
approximately  13,000  yds  long  3§"  diameter  cast  iron  pipe  to  a service 
reservoir  made  up  of  two  chambers,  one  100,000  gals  and  the  other  5000  gig 
making  a total  storage  capacity  of  150,000  gallons. 

On  its  route,  the  trunk  main  provides  water  for  28  premises  11  Farms 
and  12  dwellings  in  the  Llandilo  Rural  District  and  one  farm  and 
5 dwellings  inside  the  Borough. 

Owing  to  the  bore  of  the  trunk  maijq,  from  the  Cynnant  source  being  steadily 
reduced  by  corrosioh,  due  to  the  corrosive  nature  of  the  water,  with  the 
resulting  reduction  in  the  daily  delivery  to  the  Service  Reservoir,  a 
borehole  was  sunk  in  the  area  of  Tonn  Farm  in  1951,  this  has  supplemented 
the  Cynnant  supply  since  January  1952,  pumping  an  average  of  4i  hrs  a day 
at  the  rate  of  6,000  gals  per  hour. 

The  whole  district  with  the  exception  of  one  farm  and  three  isolated 
houses  have  water  from  the  public  water  mains 


Dwellings  with  piped  supply  into  dwellings 406 

Combined  shop  and  dwelling  with  piped  supply 

into  premises  66 

Premises  with  stand  pipes  in  back  area  exclusively 

for  each  dwelling 34 

Number  of  dwellings  sharing  stand  pipes  in  back 

areas 28 

Number  of  dwellings  sharing  12  street  taps 44 


Water  Sampling 

Two  Chemical  Analysis  were  carried  out  with  the  following  remarks  from 
the  Public  Anylist  on  each  occasion. 

"It  is  water  of  excellent  organic  purity  and  satisfactory 
bacteriological  condition.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
suitable  for  drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes.  It  has 
corrosive  properties  and  would  be  expected  to  attack  metal 
pipe  s"  . 

As  the  result  of  submitting  a sample  of  water  roque sting  the  amount  of 
plumbo  solvency  of  the  water,  the  following  remarks  were  received  from 
the  Public  Analyst. 

"The  amount  of  lead  in  solution  after  24  hours  contact  was 
0.8  parts  per  million  " . 

Four  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Carmarthen.  The  results  were 
satisfactory. 

Treatment  of  Supply. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  by  means  of  a drip  feed  of  a solution  of  Chloros 
and  water  into  the  service  reservoir. 

The  acidic  and  corrosive  property  of  the  water  is  treated  by  means  of  a 
drip  feed  of  a solution  of  Sodium  Carbonate  and  Sodium  Silicate  into  the 
service  reservoir. 

The  installation  of  a lime  saturation  plant  is  being  considered  as  a 
substitute  to  the  above  treatment. 

The  Supply.  0 

The  quality  is  satisfactory,  but  a hardness  of  2°  to  3 would  provide 

added  protection  to  the  water  fittings  in  the  Borough. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  when  the  Tonn  Borehole  is  fully  operative, 
with  a standby  pumping  unit  in  a second  borehole,  will  be  enough  f»r  the 
future  need  of  the  Borough  of  Llandovery. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage . . 

The  Borough,  has  no  Main  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme.  A temporary 
off  site  sewerage  plant  composed  of  a septic  tank  and  irrigation  furrows 
receive  the  sewage  of  41  Council  Houses,  45  premises  discharge  their 
sewage  into  the  culver ted  Bawddwr  Stream  passing  through  the  centre  of  . 
the  town,  ... 

319  premises  have  drainage  system  to  cesspools  which  are  nothing  more 
than  soakaways  sunk  into  the  gravel  subsoil. 

The  Council  have  not  undertaken  to  empty  cesspools. 

The  difficulty  arising  in  the  disposal  of  the  contends  makes  it 
impracticable  to  enforce  the  construction  of  water  tight  cesspools. 

188  remaining  dwellings  have  the  conservency  system  made  up  of  pail 
closets,  earth  closets  and  priveys,  72  having  priveys.  These  are  cleaned 
by  the  occupiers  of  each  premises,  the  contents  being  buried  in  back 
gardens. 

Sullage  water  is  conveyed  by  open  channels  to  street  gutters,  and  to 
soakaways  in  gardens. 

The  road  surface  water  discharges  into  the  culverted  Bawddwr  Stream. 

New  cesspools  and  drainage  systems  were  constructed  to  drain  and  receive 
the  sewage  of  5 private  dwellings. 

A Main  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the 
town  of  Llandovery. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  delivery  of  the  materials  required 
to  carry  out  this  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  started  in 
1953,  as  the  present  unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  disposal  of  faecal 
matter  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  construction  of  an  efficient  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Household  refuse  is  removed  twice  weekly  and  deposited  in  the  area  of 
Llandilo  Kural  District.  Planned  control  tipping  is  difficult  as  the 
land  is  not  owned  by  the  Council. 

Paper  and  cardboard  salvage  is  not  collected. as  the  Council  were  left  “ 
with  a quantity  of  baled  paper  and  cardboard,  which  they  could  not  sell. 

The  method  of  collection  was  converted  from  a semi  contract  horse  and  cart 
collection  to  a municipally  owned  *"  hygienically  constructed  refuse 
collection  motor  vehicle. 

The  sweeping  of  Borough  Roads  are  carried  out  by  Borough  Council 
employees  and  the  County  Roads  by  Borough  employees  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspection 
Dwelling  Houses. 


Number  of  inspections  carried  out.  . .132 

Number  of  re  inspections  carried  out. 198 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 11 

number  of  informal  notices  complied  10 

Statutory  Notices  under  Public  Health  Act  Served.. !.  2 

" " " " " " complied 3 

Food  Shops, 

Number  of  visits.  . 15 

Number  of  revisits 20 
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Bakehouses. 


Number  of  visits  12 

Number  of  revisits  6 

Icecream  Premises. 

Number  of  visits  10 

Number  of  revisits 15 


16  premises  are  licenced  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Icecream. 
1 premises  is  licenced  for  the  manufacture  of  icecream. 


Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  visits  to  dairies 10 

No  Statutory  action  was  taken. 

Dairies  on  register 4 

Raw  milk  retailers  on  register 3 


One  dairy  was  removed  from  register  as  it  had  ceased  to  be  used 


as  a dairy. 

Licences  Issued . 

Pasteurised  Dairies  Licenced 2 

Licence  s R enewe  d . 

Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers  Licences 2 

Licenced  Hotels  & Public  Houses. 

Number  of  visits 25 

Number  of  revisits 10 


TL-ro  are  no  slaughterhouses  licenced  in  the  Borough.. 
Three  slaughtermen  are  licenced  by  the  Borough. 


Pood  Condemned  During  Year . 

Tinned  'vegetables  

Tinned  Milk  

Tinned  Meat  

Tinned  Fish 

Wet  Fish  

Bacon 

T inne  d Fruit  

Tinned  Jam  

Pork  Sausages. . . . j 

Ox  Offal  

Tinned  Soup 


61b  s &|-ozs. 
14  ozs 
631b s 2^-ozs 
11  ozs 
.18  stone 
. 181b  s . 
.521bs  2ozs. 
. 41bs  8ozs 
. 201b  s 
. 34-f-lb  s 
. 31b  s 


Disinfection. 


Two  houses  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis  removal  to  hospital 
One  house  " " " death. 

Housing  c 


/ 


During  the  year  the  remaining  4 houses  in  Kings  Arms  Street,  housing 
site  , we  re  c omp  le  te  d . 

I an, 

Your  Obedient  Servant 

V.  Davie  3, 

Snni inrj;  Inspector* 


6 


